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1. Chair’s Message 
  
  
Welcome to Flimun 2019. The Security Council chair has the pleasure to give you a               
warm welcome and guide you through the committee. 
 
The main goal of this important commission is to use skills such as diplomacy and               
dialogue to solve conflicts around the globe. You delegates have the mission of             
achieving international peace and security as a committee, where every resolution is            
viable and fair. Following your countries’ internal politics is extremely important for good             
development in the debate, meaning that as presidents, we expect an excellent            
preparation and deep research of the topics. This year, the commission will focus on the               
topics: The JCPOA deal and the Nuclear Proliferation, and the Territorial Disputes of the              
South China Sea. 
 
Good luck on your investigation delegates. If you have any doubts, don’t hesitate in              
contacting us. The security and peace around the world are in your hands. 
 
  
 
Lorenzo Chaparro Galarza 
Presidente de Security Council 
lorenzo.chaparro@liceoingles.edu.co 
3108465402 
 
  
Juan Felipe Valencia Salazar 
Presidente de Security Council 
juan.valencia@liceoingles.edu.co 
3186098960 
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2. Introduction to the Committee: 
  
  
The Security Council’s mission is to achieve international peace and security and to prevent              
actions that could lead to the destabilization and further conflict.  
 
The Security Council is the second highest organism inside         
the United Nations, after the General Assembly. This        
council treats specifically threats to peace and the breaches         
of the peace. In order to complete its mission, the Security           
Council counts with unique powers that differentiate this        
Council to others, in this Committee, the delegations have         
the unique permission to consider the use of armed force if           
necessary. However, these actions need to be in        
accordance with each article of the United Nations Charter.  
 
The Security Council has sessions each time a member         
considers pertinent to have one regarding the international security situation.  
 
2.1. The Committee’s History. 
 
As one of the most important organs of the United Nations, this Council has been a part of the                   
United Nations since the date of its birth. The Security Council must include five permanent               
members and other ten non-permanent members whose membership in the Council must be             
ratified by the General Assembly.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because the Security Council is a special committee, as delegates, you will have the specific list                
of countries you will be representing for the topic #1, however, for topic #2 the chair will assign                  
you with a new country. This new country will be chosen at the chair’s discretion, and the chair                  
will hand you a guide for your new country. The Chair strongly recommends studying the               
various position around topic #2 to have a previous understanding of the debate, which will               
grant you an advantage over other delegates. 
 
 
 



 

2.2 Opening Speeches:  
 
The delegates will only be assigned with the delegations of topic #1. For topic #2, each delegate                 
will change delegations; this has the purpose of maintaining a fluent debate where every              
delegation is directly involved with the topics. 
 
The topic regarding Territorial disputes in the South China Sea will be the only topic that                
requires an opening speech. Each delegate has one minute and thirty seconds to read their               
respective opening speeches. It needs to be written in the third person and it should be                
according to the protocol and procedures of the Delegate's Handbook.  
 
The topic regarding Nuclear proliferation and JCPOA will not require any opening speeches             
due to that each delegate will be given their respective delegation for this topic during the end of                  
the first day of debate.  
 
 
2.3 Research document: 
 
Delegates will be asked to hand in their research document, where they should show evidence               
of good preparation and research. The main purpose of this document is to encourage              
delegates to do a proper investigation that will help them perform well in the debate. The                
research document should include succinct information about the delegation assigned and           
topics of the committee. 
 
As mentioned earlier, the Security Council will only assign delegates a concrete delegation for              
topic #1: Territorial disputes in the South China Sea. Having this in mind, the research               
document of the committee will only ask for the investigation of the country that each delegate                
got assigned first. As a chair, we recommend investigating about topic #2: Nuclear             
proliferation and JCPOA deeply, so that each delegate knows about the general aspects of              
the topic and is prepared for the debate. 
 
 
2.4 About the committee: 
 
As delegates of the Security Council, it is important to be aware that this committee will not be                  
held traditionally this year. Delegates will only be aware of the delegation they got assigned for                
topic #1. At the end of day 1, the chair will announce the delegations chosen for each delegate.                  
As mentioned earlier, topic #2 doesn't require opening speech, meaning that on day 2, the               
agenda will start directly with debate.  
 
The chair will elaborate a research document for each delegation involved in topic #2. It will be                 
handed to delegates at the end of day 1 with the respective delegation for the next day. The                  
research document will include the main position of the country in the topic of Nuclear               
proliferation and JCPOA and how it is involved. It is the responsibility of each delegate to                
investigate the country's external policy. We will be attentive to any doubts about this process. 
 



 

 
 

3. Delegations present in the committee: 
 
 
Topic #1: Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea. 
 
 
Republic of China (doesn’t count with a vote) 

Republic of the Philippines  

Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

State of Japan 

Canada 

Republic of Korea 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

Swiss Confederation 

Islamic Republic of Iran 

Commonwealth of Australia 

United States of America 

People’s Republic of China 

Russian Federation 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

French Republic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Topic #2: Nuclear proliferation and JCPOA. 
 
 
Islamic Republic of Iran 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Syrian Arab Republic 

 Federal Republic of Germany 

Republic of Turkey 

Republic of Iraq 

 Republic of Pakistan 

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 

United Arab Emirates 

State of Israel 

United States of America 

French Republic 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Russian Federation 

People’s Republic of China 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4. Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea  
 
4.1 Development of topic: 
 
After the foundation of the United Nations, the five permanent members were: The United              
States of America, The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, The French              
Republic, The Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR), and the Republic of China (Not to be                
confused with the People’s Republic of China.) These were the members that were in charge of                
the peace and security of the world.  
 
During the rule of the Republic of China over its continental body, they claimed (with a claim                 
called the 11 dash-line) almost all the South China Sea, because that was Sea they gained                
control after the Japan capitulation.  
 
However, since decades ago the Republic of China had a bloody civil war with China’s               
Communist Party, lead by Mao-Tse Tung. In the year 1949, the Republic of China lost all their                 
continental territory, to the Communist, and fled to the island of Taiwan, where, the descendants               
of the Republic of China are today.  
 
Mao gained de-facto control over all of continental China and established the modern day the               
People’s Republic of China, however, couldn’t obtain the control of the island of Taiwan, where               
the Republic of China lies today. 
 
Mao kept the claim of the eleven dash-line and renamed it the nine-dash-line, which claims               
about ninety percent of the South China Sea. 

 
The South China Sea is one of the most important geopolitical scenarios in the world. Due to                 
the oil routes, this sea enjoys major importance when it comes to the price of the oil barrel.                  
Furthermore, the South China Sea is located in a major hotspot of trade. The United Nations                
Conference of Trade and Development (UNCTAD) estimates that around a third of the world              
trade passes by the South China Sea. Currently, this Sea is disputed by The People’s Republic                
of China, The Republic of Philippines, The Socialist Republic of Vietnam, The State of Japan,               
The Republic of Malaysia 
 
In the middle of the Sea, lies the Spratly Islands, a cluster of uninhabited islands which a                 
decade ago were virtually invisible, however recently the government of the People’s Republic             
of China has adopted a policy of militarising these islands. China has militarised these islands               
based on a historical claim drafted in 1949 called the 11 dash-line (Now it is called the 9                  
dash-line.) This claim is extremely controversial because this claim ignores the United Nation             
Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) Which states in article 57 “The exclusive               
economic zone shall not extend beyond 200 nautical miles from the baselines from which the               
breadth of the territorial sea is measured.”  
 

Videos for more Context 
1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luTPMHC7zHY&t=356s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luTPMHC7zHY&t=356s


 

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmWWVtcOWxc 
 

 
People’s Republic of China Claims on the South China Sea. 
 
In the Spratly Islands, China has enforced a strategy of surrounding neighbor islands and              
blockading the access of food and supplies to the claimants of these islands, for example, The                
Philippines. China did all of this with the only purpose of claim island, and start building military                 
bases in this region, to gain the control of the sea by force.  
 
In response to this, the United States has sent fleets to secure the freedom of navigation                
through international waters. This military move was supported by NATO members, and most of              
the “Western-bloc.” This move is also supported by the Government of the Philippines and the               
other claimants of the sea. 
 
The Government of the People’s Republic of China observes this move as a provocation and               
has recently followed US Navy Destructors, in an act that turned the alarms in Washington               
because of the potential world war this will cause.  
 
China still negates its policies of the Sea, repeating that they are a nation of peace. However,                 
their actions say otherwise. Russia, will not take sides on the conflict, but again the Russian                
government keeps participating in the Sino-Russian naval exercises in the South China Sea.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmWWVtcOWxc


 

In the Year 2013, the Republic of The Philippines has filed a case against the People’s Republic                 
of China on the Permanent Court of Arbitration, under Annex VII of the UNCLOS. The verdict of                 
the case was that China had no legal right to claim the South China Sea. However, China has                  
not obeyed this ruling and keep claiming -politically and militarily- the South China Sea.  
 
Even if the Philippines won the case, they are still being harassed by the Chinese Navy. So the                  
Philippines calls for help to the United States. The United States sends the 7th Fleet to “protect                 
the freedom of navigation on international waters” while they monitor their main rival, China. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
4.2 Nuclear proliferation and JCPOA:  
 
Nuclear proliferation is the term used for the spread of nuclear armament, technology, and              
material of countries that do not possess them. In other words, nuclear proliferation is referred               
to the development of nuclear material coming from any country or in some cases, insurgent or                
other armed groups.  
 
The beginning of the development of nuclear armament dates back to World War II, where the                
ongoing conflict led the United States to intensify its efforts to build a nuclear weapon. The U.S.                 
program, known as the Manhattan Project, produced the first atomic bomb in July 1945. The               
first detonation of a nuclear weapon was conducted on July 16, 1945, by the US army, as part                  
of the Manhattan Project, launching the bomb in New Mexico, United States. This nuclear              
testing had the code name of Trinity. Then, on August 6 and 9 of the same year, The United                   



 

States led by President Harry S. Truman dropped a uranium-based atomic on the Japanese              
prefecture Hiroshima and a plutonium-based atomic bomb on the Japanese prefecture           
Nagasaki. This incident took the lives of more than 230,000 civilians. This tragic event remains               
as the only armed conflict in history that used nuclear weapons. 
 
In 1949, the Soviet Union tested its first atomic bomb. It was given the code name of First                  
Lightning and was tested in a remote area of Kazakhstan. In 1950, the German-British scientist               
of the Manhattan Project, Klaus Fuchs, was convicted of passing secret information of atomic              
bomb information to the Soviet government. The intense competition between the Soviet Union             
and the United States for technological improvement, also known as the Cold War, led them to                
enlarge their stocks of nuclear weapons. At the height of this competition, the United States and                
the Soviet Union together possessed many thousands of nuclear warheads. Nuclear           
proliferation had become a reality. 
 
Due to the increasing threats that offered the nuclear proliferation around the world, the U.S.               
launched in 1953 the Atoms for Peace program, which eventually provided nonmilitary nuclear             
technology to countries that renounced nuclear weapons. This event led to the creation of the               
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a United Nations organization promoting the safe            
and peaceful use of nuclear technology intended to be applied in the whole globe.  
 

 
 
In response to the growing threat of nuclear war, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear                
Weapons, or Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), was concluded by the United States,            
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom, France, and China in 1968. The treaty required states               
with nuclear weapons to make non-military nuclear technology available to other countries and             
to take steps toward their own nuclear disarmament. In exchange, states without nuclear             
weapons promised not to transfer or obtain military nuclear technology and to submit to the               
regulations proposed by the IAEA. These organizations had the purposes of preventing the             
spread of nuclear weapons without impeding the development of peaceful uses of nuclear             
technology and promoting global disarmament. Big efforts from these organizations have been            
made in order to stop nuclear proliferation and prevent a possible war.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

6. Development of the topic Nuclear proliferation             
and JCPOA:  
 
Countries in development like Pakistan, India, and North Korea made the acquisition of nuclear              
weapons. Developing countries can acquire nuclear weapons, however, they lack the elaborate            
system of command and control that limits the risk of nuclear accidents and conflict escalation in                
countries like the United States, Russia, among others. Such concerns can be remembered             
when the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, leaving former Soviet and developed nations with a               
nuclear arsenal. Under the Lisbon Protocol in 1992, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Ukraine, as well              
as Russia and the United States, became parties to the START treaty (Strategic Arms              
Reduction Talks) between the United States and the former Soviet Union. The former Soviet              
republics agreed to destroy or transfer to Russia all strategic nuclear warheads in their              
territories. These examples show that states with few monetary resources can develop an             
atomic bomb or possess nuclear material, as well as proving that international treaties and              
organizations of disarming can work fully.  
 
While some nations are in the rising activity of nuclear proliferation, some other such as               
Argentina, Brazil, and South Africa abandoned their nuclear weapons programs and one state,             
South Africa, voluntarily dismantled its nuclear weapons and joined the NPT in 1991 as a               
non-nuclear-weapon state. Because the main value of nuclear weapons lies in their deterrent             
effect, states that possess nuclear weapons have tended not to conceal the fact that they do. An                 
exception is Israel, which was widely believed to have acquired nuclear weapons in the 1950s.               
That country, which did not sign the NPT, maintains a policy of “nuclear ambiguity,” neither               
confirming nor denying that it possesses nuclear weapons.  
 
Some international relations theorists have rejected the idea that nuclear proliferation           
necessarily increases the likelihood of nuclear conflict. According to the American scholar            
Kenneth Waltz, for example, the spread of nuclear weapons can actually generate stability and              
peace, because nuclear powers will be deterred from attacking each other by the threat of               
nuclear retaliation. Other scholars, however, have argued that nuclear proliferation inevitably           
increases the risk of a catastrophic nuclear explosion, whether deliberate or accidental. 
 
 
6.1 NPT:  
 
The NPT (Non-proliferation Treaty on Nuclear Weapons) is a landmark international treaty            
whose objective is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and its technology, to promote               
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to prosper the achieving of nuclear               
disarmament. Entered into action in 1970, the NPT gave recognition to five states as nuclear               
weapon countries, being them the United States, Russia, United Kingdom, France, and China. 



 

 
● Blue shaded countries represent the nuclear weapon states. Green shaded countries represent the nations that ratified                

the NPT. Red shaded countries represent states that didn’t sign the NPT treaty. 
 
Until today, most of the world states have signed the treaty, summing up to a total of 189                  
countries. There are four countries among the international community that hasn't ratified the             
NPT and possess nuclear weapons at the same time, being them India, Pakistan, North Korea,               
Israel, and South Sudan. Although the Israeli state hasn't publicly recognized the possession of              
nuclear weapons, the whole globe is completely conscious of their nuclear capability and its              
potentiality as a possible treatment, making a calculation of 300 nuclear warheads            
approximately. (Roblin, 2018).  
 
The other not-ratified countries like India and Pakistan have never part of the treaty. These two                
nations have shown to the public their possession of nuclear material and at the same time                
have criticized the current judgment of the NPT, affirming that joining the treaty would imply the                
dismantling of their nuclear arsenal. North Korea supports the statement coming from India and              
Pakistan, saying that the NPT gives nuclear power only to the nuclear weapon states. Under the                
regime of Kim Jong-il, the North Korean country officially revoked its participation of the NPT on                
January 10, 2003. North Korea's stated reasons for withdrawing from the NPT were a conflict               
involving complaints from IAEA inspectors, as well as the statement saying that the United              
States was threatening its security by its hostile policy toward North Korea. According to North               
Korea, the United States had singled it out as a target of a pre-emptive nuclear attack and had                  
threatened it with a blockade and military punishment. (Kirgis, 2003). 
 
 
The biggest controversy that possesses the NPT treaty right now is the constant complaints of               
countries stating that the treaty only giving nuclear recognition to the five nuclear weapon states               
is an act of discrimination, also called “Nuclear Apartheid." Nations such as Iran, Syria,              
Pakistan, and Iraq are seeking recognition and permission to freely develop their nuclear             
technologies. These complaints, as well as the noticeable infectivity of the treaty for             
international disarmament, have given countries the idea of making a reform in the current              



 

regime of the NPT. The UN General Assembly effectively repudiated the NPT for its inability to                
make any real progress on universal disarmament. It must be taken into account that reforms to                
such legacy institutions will not come easy, and negotiations will take a long time to conclude. If                 
implemented, amendment of the NPT would represent a monumental modification in the            
nonproliferation structure that has governed the world for the last 50 years. Extensive,             
constructive, and proactive deliberations will be necessary to define the possible threats that             
reform to this entity could bring. 
 
6.2 JCPOA: 
 
The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), commonly known as the Iran nuclear deal is               
a detailed, 159-page agreement with five annexes reached by Iran and the Security Council              
permanent members China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United            
States on July 14, 2015, in Viena.  
 
Under JCPOA, Iran mainly agreed to: 

● Eliminate its stockpile of medium-enriched uranium. 
● Cut its stockpile of low-enriched uranium by 98%. 
● Reduce by about two-thirds the number of its gas centrifuges for thirteen years.  
● Eliminate heavy water reactors and accumulators. 
● Reduce its operating centrifuges machines. 
● For the next fifteen years, Iran will only enrich uranium up to 3.67%.  
● Uranium-enrichment activities will be limited to a single facility using first-generation           

centrifuges for ten years.  
● Other facilities will be converted to avoid proliferation risks.  

 
The Iranian country is still permitted to perform investigation with uranium and nuclear material.              
To monitor and verify Iran's compliance with the agreement, the International Atomic Energy             
Agency (IAEA) will have regular access to all Iranian nuclear facilities. The agreement provides              
that in return for verifiably abiding by its commitments, Iran will receive relief from U.S.,               
European Union, and United Nations Security Council nuclear-related sanctions. 
 
 
For more context: 
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/JCPOA-at-a-glance 
 
 
 
 

https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/JCPOA-at-a-glance


 

 
 
6.3 Possible threats:   
 
The JCPOA had been a successful resolution that kept the Iranian capital from proliferating their               
nuclear material. However, tensions respecting the treaty that was reached in Ginebra have             
been in the rise, starting with the fact that on 8 May 2018, President Donald J. Trump                 
announced that the United States would withdraw from the JCPOA. Then, in November 2018,              
U.S. started to put sanctions intended to force Iran to dramatically alter its policies, claiming to                
stop the development of long-range and middle-range ballistic missiles and to stop the political              
alliances between Iran and insurgent groups from the Middle East. Following the American             
country's withdrawal, the EU had no other choice but to enact an updated blocking statute to                



 

nullify US sanctions on countries trading with Iran, permitting trade if the JCPOA terms are               
respected.  
 
 
The Iranian head of state Hassan Rouhani said in international broadcasting that Iran would              
stick to the JCPOA terms to respect the commitment between Tehran and the other signatory               
countries. However, Iranian politics have accused the United States to be acting with bad faith               
with the JCPOA and Iran, claiming that if the threats from the United States do not cease, the                  
Iranian country would have to abandon the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Such a claim is                
close to becoming reality because of the latest U.S. actions against Iran and other countries.               
According to the newspaper New York Times, President Trump has pushed Iraq to stop buying               
nuclear energy from Iran. Tensions between the United States, Iran, and their respective allies              
is growing bigger as time passes, putting into danger the validation of the JCPOA. If such a                 
treaty is dissolved, then countries with huge nuclear capability like Iran would be in complete               
freedom to start proliferating their arsenals, pulling the globe closer into a possible World War               
Three. 
 
For more context: 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:31996R2271 
 
 
 
 
7. Guiding questions topic #1: 

 
● What actions have you country taken relevant to the South China Sea? 

 
● Which bloc does your country support? 

 
● Which China (People’s Republic of China or Republic of China) does your county             

recognizes? 
 

● Does your country respects the UNCLOS? 
 
 
Guiding questions topic #2: 
 

● Is your country a signatory of the Treaty of Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons             
(NPT)? 

 
● Is your country acquiescent with the current NPT terms? 

 
● What are some possible changes that could be applied to the NPT? 

 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:31996R2271


 

● Is your country in agreement with the JCPOA? 
 

● Is your country directly involved with the tensions between Iran and United            
States?  

 
● What bloc does it support? 

 
 
 
 

8. Helpful Links: 
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/122460/full-text-of-the-iran-nuclear-deal.pdf 
 
https://foia.state.gov/searchapp/DOCUMENTS/USACDA_June2018/M-2018-04281/DOC_0C06
595441/C06595441.pdf 
 
https://www.state.gov/t/isn/npt/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/cmsdata/122460/full-text-of-the-iran-nuclear-deal.pdf
https://foia.state.gov/searchapp/DOCUMENTS/USACDA_June2018/M-2018-04281/DOC_0C06595441/C06595441.pdf
https://foia.state.gov/searchapp/DOCUMENTS/USACDA_June2018/M-2018-04281/DOC_0C06595441/C06595441.pdf
https://www.state.gov/t/isn/npt/
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